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Holiday Math #3a 

Chris, Meri, and Tomas are racing on their ice skates. Help them solve the problems below.  

 
1. The finish line is 120 meters away. When Meri crossed the finish line, Chris was 42 meters behind her. How far had Chris 
skated?  

 

 

2. When Meri crossed the finish line, she had gone twice as far as Tomas. How far had Tomas skated? How far behind 
Chris was Tomas? 

 

 
 

3. Meri finished the race in 38 seconds. Chris finished 17 seconds behind her. It took Tomas twice as long to finish as it took 
Chris. How long did it take Tomas to finish the race? 

 

 

 

4. Using the drawing above, find the part of Meri’s distance that Chris and Tomas had gone when Meri crossed the finish 
line. Explain how you found your answer. 
 
 

 
 

5. Apolo Ohno, a United States Olympic speed skater, won a 500 meter race. How much farther did he skate than Meri? 
How many times would Meri have to win her race to skate as far as Apolo did?   
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Holiday Math #3a 

Chris, Meri, and Tomas are racing on their ice skates. Help them solve the problems below.  

 
1. The finish line is 120 meters away. When Meri crossed the finish line, Chris was 42 meters behind her. How far had Chris 
skated?  

120 – 42 = 78 meters behind 

 

2. When Meri crossed the finish line, she had gone twice as far as Tomas. How far had Tomas skated? How far behind 
Chris was Tomas? 

120 = 60  + 60  Tomas skated 60 meters. 

78 – 60 = 18 meters behind Chris 
 

3. Meri finished the race in 38 seconds. Chris finished 17 seconds behind her. It took Tomas twice as long to finish as it took 
Chris. How long did it take Tomas to finish the race? 

Chris: 38 + 17 = 55 seconds 

Tomas: 55 + 55 = 110 seconds 

 

4. Using the drawing above, find the part of Meri’s distance that Chris and Tomas had gone when Meri crossed the finish 
line. Explain how you found your answer. 
 
Chris skated about 2/3 of Meri’s distance. Tomas skated about 1/2 of Meri’s distance. Explanations will vary. 

 
 

5. Apolo Ohno, a United States Olympic speed skater, won a 500 meter race. How much farther did he skate than Meri? 
How many times would Meri have to win her race to skate as far as Apolo did?   

500 – 120 = 380 meters 

120 + 120 + 120 = 480  120 + 120 + 120 + 120 = 600 Note: Students could also use division to solve. 

Meri would have to win her race between 3 and 4 times to skate as far. 
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