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In some subtraction problems, it is necessary to add zero pairs in order to be able to remove the desired 
tiles from the work mat. Remember, there are many ways to model each integer by adding zero pairs.

Examples:

4 – (–3) = ?

–3 – 2 = ?

Write the subtraction problem modeled in each diagram. Use Algebra Tiles to determine the difference.
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 8.

 9.

 10.

ACTIVITY 1.7ACTIVITY 2.5 Modeling Subtraction

Mat Mat Mat

Mat Mat Mat

model 4 add 3 zero pairs remove 3 red tiles and read the answer

model –3 add 2 zero pairs remove 2 yellow tiles and read the answer

Mat Mat Mat

Mat Mat Mat

Mat Mat Mat

Mat Mat Mat

4 – (–3) = 7

–3 – 2 = –5
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